Thie ScoonsTight toam, fram fefd frant, Includes Mike Caldhwall ang Guermy

Green; rear, Roblble Hokun and Chirek Damloefs.

Building a Better
Screen Door

(Among Other Things)

Guerry Green, an entrepreneur from Pawleys 1sland,
is taking his innovative business, Screen-Tight,

to new heights by introducing a brand-new,

all-vinyl screen door.

Story amd photes by John B. Bruce
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Crnerry Crreen hins heand 6t 2 Boosaml
fimes: 1 wish Tibaeugrhe of cthas,™

Crrssry, inventer ol the palentad Semean-
TI,[_'hI |'mr|;h SCTPRTIiNGS swstem. was warking
constnicion when hie Fzored ous a baeierway
L serecn i poicl,

His ingeiions pwo-part system consists of
o bage sorip thean aanehes oo oweeod frime
Ader serecn s vollod mmo place inee ehe bpss
strip wilkn spline wod o sereen ol ler, T see-
ol parl, 2 cap, saps i plice over he base,

The mesull i a low - manleosmce soroen
with winyl mrim thal never needs paintiing. The
sereen doss nio spp—and lanks better fhan
copventionmal sereening, Plus, 3 forgiving:
Yoo ean ge-rol]l Sereen-Tight screening o
Ligltten ol whezcas someen installed e ald
wary i rippet aul anee slaplal—and roined,
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cornaied froor perpe 9

While remresdelngg lwsres 1o the Chackeston
arca after praduating in 1982 from Univer-
sily ef Sowdh Caroling, Green become famil-
e with the resmo-based products ased n
aunmooms and sther cypes of additnens. He
gradunlly developed the first profoivpe of
SereensTight, aml then another,

But it wasnt loing before Green sealiped
his aim af developing a niche in the building
materials in-
dustry  and
awitching ca-
reers from weer
o supplier,

Green cred-
its the testi-
many  of o
Charlestion
arca archibeel,
for helping get
hiis sy stem pal-
emtecl. The fel
that the
architect’'s
oraanironl
forme o
Sullivan™s [s-
land was badly
damaged dur-
Nz Huorricane
Hugo, excepl
for the screen
per « h
wepuipped wath
Sereen-Tight,
impresaed the
pident examiner who saw e wselulness of
Cireen s e,

Green observes,

Green launched the Georgelowis-basad
pusiness in an old gorage on Fraser Sireet in
199, welser o geill et ool 1he nuikims nl
the winyl Screen-Tight systco componcnts,
From there, e moved operations in 1994 1o
A h||i!|ii:|1; Ehatt Forrmerdy honsed the Boclweld
Cadellae dewler<iop on 51, unes Sireer,

Thanks in par v the kelpoof Bantee Elec-
iric Cooperative, which provided funding
throagle the Raral Developruen S Do in
i':i]]l.lli'.-ll'l L'I:I. watcre and sewer lowes, -:';i.'l:'.'\.'ll
Tight maved into o new manufaciuring and
ollice facility in December T99E, Thie new

Sercen-Tight plant operates 24 hous, seven
1

10

“Thare s 8 Iot of Intersst in savimg time amd Money ™ a

days w week, Located on UL,
17, the 42 000-square- foot
facility has 45 ermployees.
The South Corolino-maode
.'::.I.'I'I.'I.':II-T-I:EhI syslem is sold
in EO00 stores nationwide,
ingluding Ace, HWI, Home
Crepat, Plome Cranrters, Lowe's,
Builder Maris of America,
Lumberman’s Merchandising
Corporation, Pelican Lumber

il True Serve.

The Sereen-Tight system has
been fentured by several na-
fiomal home magozines and ks
appesred on
televisglen.

Mearly n
decace afler
his  Sereen-
Tight system
was patented,
Lireen has in-
traduced the
“Better Board
Screzn Door™
15 reawly-Eo-
hang screen
door with a
frome mude
from cellolar
vinyl, giving
ithe deor the
same feel and
lexbare LWLl
the same clar-
agreristic siop
when sprung
1o clase—as
wonden
screen Jdoor,

Cirean feels
bt the Bener Board Sceeen Door will be a
bigger kit thon the Screcn-Tight system,

“I thank At wall he bigpesr becauze not
cverybody's gola sereen porch, Bur seoeen
daars are everywhers,” be says.

A definite impact

Civeen sugsests that his new peaduct will
have a definite impact o the industry—an
incdustey dhat hos driven production of cheap
witiidlen semeen dovrs For siane Tame, bany
are imported and made foom scrap.

Meanwhile, value-comscious consamers
are mereasingly lnrning Lo procducts Hiat
requeine less o tee way of maimenance and

Sereen-Tight ulilizes an ingenlous two-part
systaem {top) that holds tie screen in
Flace, The sareen i rofled Infe place with
spiime add & screen roller feenter). 4 frim-
plece cap, avairatbde dr giffarant caiars,
saps onta the base strip. Sereening a
porch {opposite) becomes a broers,
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Screen-Tight has invested iy sophisbiceted compirterized fumftvne milfing
eqgulperant to hoost afficiency in the prodochion of door-frame

oomponets.

replacement. “There's 8 o of iner-
est insnving Hme and money,” Green
ubserves.

Wiah a rerail sticker starting im che
545-%55 range. the Bener Board
Screen Door competes with medium-
procied wooden scheen doors, which
have
their 1endency do warp, od and fall
s,

The Beter Board Sc
was in development for thres
wntil its rollout in April I‘-"-N
gifter Cirewn moved the company™s
{q}:mtinua inia the new planl
early December. The developmen
team includes Bobibe Hokom of
M1, Pleasant, Chuck Daniels of

' and Mike Caldwefl of
ETTITN
Hular wicee L imaterial used 1o
frammee the screen door nllows it o be

LAE A SOTTH CohRo iid - LY 1958

n shorter lifespan becanse of

ril ke wind. Sereen-Tight has ue-

UbpaTEE I 10
§ Ficienwy in I:h.r.- meULln.lu.l.lI
|.1-L1J| fram e CHmMpOnents,

I addinon o the Soreen-Tight
sysbem amt Better Hoard Serecn
Dioar, ihe company produces suneen-
mng acceshirecd, LpEnEnis for
wimdnw screans as well ax provid-
ing eustem profile services,

For the funwere, 5¢
ety ol rocan For cxpe

reen-Tight hasx
. The
ew pll_lnr wsas bl A small {rac o
of the [0-spere trocr souith of
Crenrgebivwn.

T|'|'I-=:|mrmlru:h1ul.2'i-l.'.|1:l:.||-TJgI|L
wigil its Iniernel si :
wikw scrcehlighnoom.

O, ¢

the comipany at [HINI ThE-’

(%43 527- The address ﬂ}nu
Butier Wy, Georperown, SC 29440 %




