Screened

— ach year blazing sun, sudden rains and
— swarms of insects conspire to keep us
L. from enjoying our decks as much as we'd
like. Wouldn't it be nice to have outside living
space that not only protected you from insects
and weather but also added beauty and value to
your house? You can achieve all of this by building
a screened enclosure over your existing deck.
Although it's impossible to design an
enclosure that fits every deck or need, you
can easily modify our structure to fit almost
anywhere, thanks to its few components and
simple construction technigues. If you have a
basic understanding of carpentry, in just a few
weekends you'll be able to build your own
version of our screened-in sanctuary.
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Cut a1 4= x 10-ie. mateh In the fop
af each of the fowr Gx6 comer
posts fe avgpard the dowbled

2x 13 fpll-size headors.

Designing the structure

Though building a sereensd civclosare
may seem daurting at first, caks heart;
surprzsingly few siraciural elemenis
arte mecessary do ks despn. Five Gk
peosts provide 1Be promary supparl. Twa
headers rusn cthe Lesgth ol cach side

im oar ense, the headers ase doabled
2x 10 Full-size codar beams. {Full-size
lamer differs fram dirensional lais-
ke an that its actunl dimensions nanch
s shabed size, whereas a dimensional
2ullhmzasures only 102 % 9142 in,)
A ridge beant runs down ke cenler af
ihe roof amd Tories the prow aff the
raedling — again we used doubled

2x 00 full-size cedar. Raflers made of
2x& full-size lumber suppon the moef
shzathing of 2s6 tangue-and-grooe
cedar, amd asphall shingles keep the
elements ofl your head.

195 up e vou whether 1o add rail-
ings, lafties, doors of trion, depending
om wanr stnacture, For m,au:;.lu ir
woure building on top of n grownd-
lewel beck, you might be 2hle o amit &
rading altigether. IF you're buililing an
it clevated deck with o aceess o the
ol shiip e door.

O course, losal codes will govern
some aspects of the desipn. Yoo mus
ttle o Ninzl plan with voer n'|||||1.:-i|_~;]!_i|-.'
befire comstruction, and yon musi
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To cut the saoclo folmd whare Hne Sambar
padd and crogsbean meed, make roped’-
tive passes with o clrewlar e, and

riTave fhe wasfe with @ shamp chisel

whlain a butlding
peromt. Lacal
cdficials wall
closely analyze
such factars as
e simecimd of
weighl the rood may
need 1o suppor (R,
because of snew leads], the num-
bir ol frotings neeiled 1o handle that
weighl, &l how the load is trans-
Ferned o these foctings. IF you'ne oot
sure that your existng deck will work,
ask far 0 preconstrucion Sie nspee-
tian. 4% better fo hove cxpens discover
a petential prable=m hefore construction
thian 1o have g remedy it aflersard

Building the framework

T hepin cosstruglzon, cut the notches
in the xé samer posis bt will
suppeart the headers {phote 1), and
cut the saddle joint whene the Gub
cenber puost and the dxd crossheam
will ieweet [woe dring, opposite, and
prroto 20 Also el the curved prafile
of the hesders, ridge and m@fer Gals,
Cheose a radivs that is plasing o
thez gye, soribe it with a conrpass and
malkee (he cut with a jipsaw (photo 5).
[Them cut nolches [called bdrd’s-
mouthsl in the ralkers whene they'il
i avap the hemslers,

Sanibe & desomafiive prodilo on Hhe omnds
of thix hamdors, rogs and fafbers.
Tham's ne sof rufe to tho dosign = et
pick a profile Haat ook pood fo pow

]

Tha 2- x +4, Bad's-macth provides
@ flot mpot for the raftors fo oMo
v b,

Mark the locaions for the b6 poss
on the existing deck. hold thens in
place and have & helper drive in lag
serews o Tasten them o the deck
[phata 4, p. 38 I wou need 1o pdd
Bracing 1 mansder the lead (os dictat-
il by vour local building inspectar),
irnstall in after you've deven the lag
screws — odherwise it may festric
zocess o Ihe undersides of the post
lescutions [see drnving ), Te furcher
secure the bao posts that abat the
hoease, drove 38-in.-dia. « M-in,
lag screws brough the posts anl into
the walls,

Cince the fud posts are seeure, Lifl
the headers imo plaes and sonew theny
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Hold the GxG posts in place ang, from

Baieatl, didva s B-i. Lig ScnvaE
i each post (¥ nocossery, acdd oxtra
Edechiveg ATIRF you've deived B SCrows.

ta the paszs, Then mensiere far the
moement ol ihe First sel of miflers

(12 pres thal will resl againsl e

Iomse) by meackang 10 Wop cener
pairt (phoca 51, Temporacily screw the
raflers 1o 1he house wall, and use them
HESF LT | [ TR T O VOl [l S [ TR | ]
a circular s ||'||!||I|'\I ) S che san
blaide just deep encuagh 1o cut throwgh
the siding, bul net the sheathmg
Onee youve comaplenad the cut, take
dawin the rafers and remave the cut
siding pisces.

Tesnpraranly attach to the house
wall a hleck of wood to serve s 0
suppart, just belew the pinnzcle of the

remived bard ol sihing, Best he

Sfuare end of che nidpe bear om o af

the black, lift the ather enid of the
neam e the top aff he cenler post and
lss-sepcy 1L 1 plade {pheln 3, po4lh
St the first pair of mfters into the
channels where ihe siding

rermnev il — the bardS-mouth wall rest

an the Beader: the ather end sics Thish

againsx the face af the ridee beam

B maMEY vl Tund
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Temporanly atfach the frat rflers Ie M boude, and win Do a8 @ cuthing puiche.
B carefu) to pot cut so deep that you demage the sheathing boneath the siding,
Whan the cuts am cowmiphele, fika daver e refters amd reomove e owd siovng.

[ve 4-in, lag serews throagh the
rafler fuoss andd imle the sheatbng,
mstall safver hangers 10 amach the ndpe
Farn o the rafiers and then remavs
the sapport hleck.

Labt the dad covasbeam o e
srddle e v pr;’“x‘il'i.lﬂ!'_-\.' cut. Fape-
sorew the beam ta the center past, ard
foe-sirew L o cach ol the lsial Somer
oty phioto &) Rlake sine the banm
iz level and that veu're mal pulling the
corner posls st of plareh

Ngnw 1l Che Beams e seoumne,
01 the reirenning mfters M4 in 010
{phota 90 Becouse ihe lost mfer canls

antwand, vou'll need toooeter e raltes
corls wheng ey et the ridge and
muke adjustmenis far the angle o

the bind s mouths

Adding roofing

Burldeng a roof for
sure is f ki differens from buikiling

!".I'.':\."I:\.'-I [HER

ooz fr o gasden shed or 2n other
vaaldoir strucbare whers oo dont
really cane what the underside loaks
like, Hecause this project™ sheathing
5 viszhle lrean Below, e road 15 35
g ralive e il is. fincrioral, To
Fxiphten the rustic leak, we apted fir
Il cedar torgue-and-proave [T&L)
boands. Besides prossding visal
warrmih, the 1-1/2-in, thickness of
the baards prevents the mofme maks
uscd fe Basten the shiseles Do coime-

pletely penetraning e shea
mail the TE&G boards 1o 1ke ralters
iphurta B and apply reoling felnea
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LA the 4xd crossbenm fnfe place, feco=scrow I B0 it
caibir godt and toa-scrow i Ta i connar pesis.

Temporarny attech a block fe the kouse
jusd hafow Ehir rafter fecaflam. S caa
nnd af Hie Ficdga basm on this Alock,
and dift the athar ard e Ehe top of the
centor post. Tee-sooew the doge fo the
cwntar post, Ag-sorow iee refters o
{fap howse And afbach ifve Mdgo bo e
rattars with rafter hangars; ffsan
marava e swoport bieck.

] = _.._ - . W ]

Sat the remainimg rafters 24 4, 00, Mall the 2=F TEE boards e the rafters. Let them avarfrang the last raftor —
Ton-acriw b Bath tho birg's-mauth aned they'ne 3 (n piace, sirive & i dod brim thom sl with the Lol rafmer
and the ridge.

tep dphota 1L I lecal cosde dicrares,
adkl i v ared water membrane.
Adtach drip edeges o e perimeters af
the ol spepy Flashing where the new
reod mests the sxle of the hewse, ond
shingles, Tuek the upper edge of the
Mashing sections berseath e cu
edges of the siding

Building the railings

Lnir railings neaded Lo matels an 5ist-
ing dlock, bl vours cowhl be as simple 1 I

af asooemplex 25 you (ke Toe duplicass Apply roofng foft and, iF

s art wirh du® crenis of coidar requined, an doo and water i
L o ‘.““." < KR ke : movnbvans. Thon attach the shinglon of
Lantice, oot in half o cneate 2-TE-wide your choice. For consiioney, use the same

ol el ol i3 4F Iype of shingies that ore on pouy Hosse.
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Aszombio o rallimg seehiana and epf
tivent i placa, Ton-acrew throwugh the
2adn wond into the Go6 posis.

155 1

paricls. Mal lengths of ced
the tap and Eonwen Gl e laitice panels
wing stainless stesl nng-shank nails
prlaied gvery 12 i Dl palet hedes,
s she thir lasice Bas & Iq_'"l_lq_'"q_':. ]
solit see Latice railing detail an the
v e p. 370

Foe-serew thaoupl tae 1335 inta
precut cedar 2xds. Thes Lift the calng
SEOTOE anlo place nd logescrew
thriszgh the 2ade o e cormer anl
wenbor prnsts (phalo 12

Tha pest ol the mfaehl trim pieces
are lengths of cedar 2a2< alaoad 1o
corpy an Aris ard Craits desipe You
coalid pist g5 easily replace the preces

wilk manufacired gingstread i o

supgest & Victorian or country lnek o
amit iRz ali |_|::;:|||_'| T o cuanlemrmi

Pl slffpecirance.

Staining and screening

baz i it

Uiedar 1 naturzlly rof-reststant,
nmre sl s Golor wall Ende and 8 will
dotericrzie much mwene gueck®e, Te retam
the codar ol lresh codar and extend ihe

bangevity of e ene losur, Irel she i
bz wilk

siain orclen (Bt ] [
wi s Matured Cheoce mnsparent fin-

T P 2
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SoNe fracks
*,

Basao

Cusiam codar
-ap

Sproon Toht's conrposorls canaiat of o wing! base frock and a cea.
Far @ cushwn lock, col matching coaps from Ted cadar

Kpep e seroma bl with soao hand
as pav il the apling in place with o
athor i yoo qof a weiakla, pel cuf the
spline arkd Favall i area.

Aftach tho codar e by deiving 1-3/2-in,
sliirrlesa afeol sorows Bwough Bodly tha
oan and i winpl Base. Didl) sdled haloeg fo
keop the cadar from apditting,

SCREENING ODD SPACES

o may raed 10 construct acsesn fames 1o £ acd gpanings. In cur enclosure,
we had ta buld same rvmas because we simaly soalen'l mesh w ok tha
simitar dilemma, yow can easily

rafier spaces ta rall soreen saline. 1 you faoe

miaka small ramas ram 1x2 siock
= shawn here. Ta malch tha
slope of the rozt. | milerad the
shles gnd then glued ard scrowed
It Irarme: components tagether,

As ol wark take s lime b
measzure gach opaning. Evan il
wou have mulbiple simifar operings
(&5 v did with the rafier spaces),
dzn'l cut tie frams campanenls
far &7 ot them &l anzie Unless
you've baen unesualy d igenl ar
sethng the rafers, yoo'll likely ind
small variationg, — ME




Screened
Sanctuary

ish froen Okon (see SOURCES) —
before installing screeoing.

When if cante 1o Uit sereeming. the
Nasl thang we wasied was to mess with
tradicional sereen frmes, for twar nea-
sons, First, buikling Irmes 13 cxora
work. Altheupl they allow you o
reznove the screens, that’s unnecessary
for mpst enchnsures. Secomd, we didn't
want 1o chetter the clean linss of the
enclasue with addstional frame com-
poncnes, In fnet, we wanaed the sereen-
'mg_ it virually disappear.

To achieve both the appearance and
functioealiny we desired we chose Bcreen
Tight's porch sereening system. Made of
mairenancesfres L¥-pesistant viewl,
Screen Tight uses o base tmck that soreas
lir thee fce of the opening (see phota, lop
rightt, po 421 Just as with manufaciured
screen wimkliws, & rubber spline is then
rilBed inkor s bise, seeuring the screen-
iryg ‘without nails, staples or sereem modd-
ing, Hases come m B-[0. ||'.‘||[.!.|hi — eqsily
cut with pruwiig shears — and are mail.
abbe in baoh [-102- and 3-102-in widths,
perfiect far bath Zxd and 404 spplications,

Hereen Tught also offers viny] caps
that anap over the bases. Though we
npoed 1o make ous oam from malching
cechr, the caps {available an white,
beige. gray af biown) exsily snap om
swith a liphs malle Blow,

T imstall the bases, sienply meas-
wre and <l them 1o lengih and then
sgpew b o the omter faces af the
posts anil Beams wsing 1-in slainkss
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THE BEST MESH

Ta gat the mast Fram your new anclosurs, you'll nacd the right
soreaning material, Fiberglass and aluminum are the mast common
types of scrapning. Bath ara avallable in a varialy of mesh sizes —
ihe larger tha numbar, e smakar 1he weave — and in variaous ool
ors, (Wa used 20x20-mesh hoerglass.) Fiberglass i the moel worry-
free of all sereening maienals, as i will nod mst, b ar &laan.

In sarie cases, additional considarations apply. For ecample, if
you'll share yaur anclosure with pess ar young childnan, you may
nead a mana durabla screening such as Phifer Wire Progucts’
PatScreen. If you live near the ooean, bronze screening will raslst
tha cerosive progertias of salt air and pravide an upscala look. And
if your enclosure will be exposed to direct sunlight, you can reduce
hoat and glare by installing a shading fabrie such as Phifers
SunTax, which blecks 80 parcent be 80 parcent al e sun's mEys, yal
slill allows st light ta filtar in. — ME

shee] sepvws, Dive o sorew imin each of
the precut slogs, and make sane thene'’s
ore wilthin 2 in. af e end of each hase
strp. Dnvie the serews so they are snug
b moi 0 tight that they deform the
winyl frack-

Installmg the screen material is
fiof difficuly b imitially c2n be a bl
awkoaand, To start, hild the sereening
up &0 the dop ek, anid with a spline
moller (evailable a1 most hardware
srores), press the mubber spline mie the
mealded groove. U o 1750 pobber
spline T Mberglass serecn and || 6060,
splicee: Tor aluminum sereen As you
ol the spline, pay altentios 1o the
direction af the sereen meesh, and keep
the wises pasalbed with the frack.

Onee wou™ve rolled the lop spling,
work your way doan cach side. Rl the
screen tul wdth ane hand as you moll
L splime inko the groove with ke alhcr
(phoso 134 IF you acendentally cieale a
wrinkle, just pull out the spliee and
reroll thal area.

Rl the battom edpe lase 1y
using ke winyl capes, yol don’t need ta
stretch the serecning dngm-tight; 25 yuu
snap the caps in place, they’ll help
lighien i,

I you cosstruct cedar caps ns we
did s1an with 1% strips oot to e same
[engsh as the viny| bases. Cul a 38- &
| -7!8ein. mubbet runnmg the length of
cisch stmg, and serew the caps aver the
bases using b-102<in. stainkes el
sorews | phele 14).
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Finishing the job

The Inst Few steps, such & masalling 3
doar oe ackling lighting, can nake or
beeak the cverall look of the enclosure.
If :,.'mﬁ'o: gone 1o greal Tengths G &ne-
abe an pemate railing syalein (a5 with
our enclasurc), a generic prefnbacnbed
screen door miight book ;e of place,
Likewise, the wroag style of lighting
can make an olherwise clegane addi-
twan 2eem ¢obbled ogether

To urify the overall Lok aof cur
enclosure, we butll & Custom screen
dmar (e “Cedar Sereen Door™
p. 23 We plso could have installed
a solid vinyl screen door sinch a5 thoss
fruan Scroen Tight,

Te heiphien the Arts ond Cralis
look, we installed period-inspoed low-
valtnpe Lights [mon Progress Lighting
anil an Chatdeor Elements ceiling fan in
raw copper from Hunter Fan. Both
fixhares add 1o ke overall ambésnes
and help bring an increpsed sense
of light and warmih to an alneudy
irviting addiion.
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